Appendicitis over forty.
Charts of 616 patients over the age of 40 presenting to a community hospital emergency department with lower abdominal pain were reviewed to estimate the incidence and establish the profile of appendicitis in older patients. Appendicitis remains the commonest cause of undiagnosed lower abdominal pain, and retains a common presentation at all ages. Much of the pre-operative delay in patients who perforated appendices occurred in the hospital. Barium enema was a useful and safe diagnostic procedure used in 22 cases.